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And following this method, the chances are all in his
favour that the good luck of the hero of the fairy tale
will befall him also ! For, dull and tedious though the
steep road of original historical research may for long
periods appear, it is nevertheless a path sown with
romantic surprises. Upon any day, the traveller by it
may arrive unexpectedly at the Hostelry of Good Ad-
venture. At any hour, he may pick up, without search-
ing for it, some stray object, neglected by all who have
gone before Mm, but that excites his curiosity; and,
handling it for tfre first time in the right way, discover
that he has come into possession of the talisman which
will transport him where he needs to go, or call up
around him ghosts from a vanished world, and compel
them to answer his questions.

To just such an adventure as this do I owe the dis-
coveries which enable me to give for the first time the true
history of Madame d'Epinay's Memoirs, and to find, as
the starting-point and justification of the new criticism of
Rousseau, what I had so long been in search of, viz. the
patent and sensational proof of the conspiracy against
him, which modern critics assume existed only as "a
spectre of his diseased imagination."counsellors
